
Mission and Philosophy
MPA’s mission is to prepare children holistically— intellectually, socially, emotionally and physically—  
not only for their years in school, but thoughout their lives.
The Montessori philosophy of education defines the learning environment throughout MPA.  Pioneered 
by Maria Montessori, an Italian physician and educator (1870-1952), the main characteristics of 
Montessori education are:
• Respect for the child as an individual with unique educational needs, allowing children to learn at 

their own pace.
• Use of “hands-on” didactic learning materials in carefully prepared multidisciplinary environments, 

fostering the skills of independence and responsibility.
• Non graded, multi-age groupings allowing children to act in roles as both classroom leaders and 

learners.
• A highly qualified, Montessori-trained faculty who use their skills of observation and individual 

assessment to direct the learning process.
• A school community comprised of students, faculty, staff, parents and extended family that actively 

support the goal of children’s individual achievements.

Montessori Private Academy
Established in 1984, Montessori Private Academy (MPA) has grown in both size and reputation.  
Founded by a group of dedicated parents, the school today has 158 students— ages 2 to 15 years. 
While Young Child and Early Childhood have always been the most prolific programs in Montessori 
education, more and more parents are choosing MPA for their children’s elementary and middle 
school years.
We are the only private Montessori school offering preschool, elementary and middle school in 
Northern Illinois. MPA is a full member of the American Montessori Society, an international accrediting 
organization founded in 1960.



Location                               
We are located east of Bell School Road, just off Newburg Road at 8101 Sayer Road, 61108.  Our 
location is convenient for families living in Rockford and surrounding communities including Cherry 
Valley, Belvidere, Loves Park, Caledonia, Poplar Grove, Rockton, Roscoe, Pecatonica and Oregon.

Enrollment                           
This school year, 158 students are enrolled at MPA. Our school has a reputation of being warm and 
welcoming to everyone, and we celebrate the rich diversity of the individuals who make up our school 
community.

Curriculum                           
Young Child Ages 2 & 3 years
Our program is for two and three year-olds, with a full or half day option. The young child will access a 
wealth of enriching Montessori materials in a nurturing, creative, consistent environment under the care 
of a Montessori Directress.  The student-to-teacher DCFS certified ratio is 8:1.

Early Childhood Ages 3 to 6 years
The Early Childhood Montessori classroom is a peaceful, yet invigorating setting in which children 
are free to move about and work with materials teachers present to individuals or small groups. The 
student-to-teacher ratio is 15:1.

• Practical Life– skills to perfect self-care, care of the environment, food preparation, grace and 
courtesy, and fine motor skills.

• Sensorial– skills to extend and refine learning using the five senses.

• Language– phonics-based skills for both spoken, 
reading and written language development.

• Mathematics– introduction to mathematical 
concepts, beginning with quantity/numeral 
relationships, going through four basic operations.

• Cultural– introduction to history, geography and the 
sciences using a wide variety of materials.

• Music– learning musical concepts and music 
making with their teachers and augmented by a 
music professional twice weekly. 

• Physical education and free play– daily outdoor 
activities including stretching, running, skipping, 
climbing, games and general fitness.

• Foreign Language– instruction in Spanish by a 
qualified Spanish teacher once a week for five day 
half day students and twice weekly for full day 
students.



Curriculum Continued
Elementary I & II Ages 6 to 12 years
The Montessori Elementary student builds upon the foundation established in his or her Early 
Childhood years.  Individual work plans allow students of varying abilities and learning styles to 
achieve their maximum potential. The student to teacher ratio is 15:1.

• Practical Life – care of school/home environment, plant/animal care, social skills including letter 
writing, introductions, etiquette and community service projects.

• Language – reading is emphasized through use of self-paced reading series, literature groups, 
vocabulary building and oral presentations. Writing skills include word, sentence and paragraph 
building; spelling; penmanship, creative writing and research.

• Cultural – study in geography, history and the sciences are explored in both group and individual 
lessons using a wide range of enriching resources and materials.  Students complement these 
studies with self-chosen projects.

• Mathematics – all basic mathematical operations are mastered in depth. Plane geometry, 
algebra and other more complex math studies are also introduced, as the student is ready.

• Foreign Language – Elementary students receive instruction in Spanish by a qualified Spanish 
teacher twice weekly. Students progress from simple vocabulary, to writing and sentence 
construction and conversation.

• Music – notation, rhythmic patterns, instrumental playing and study of forms begins. Composers 
and the study of music from a variety of cultures are included.

• Physical education and free play – daily outdoor activity time and structured P.E. class include 
“fitness for life” sports program, sportsmanship and team cooperation skills.

Middle School - 7th, 8th & 9th Grades, Ages 12-15 years
This three-year customized experience integrates current research in human development, 
educational trends and best-practices, and most importantly, Montessori philosophy and a trained 
Montessori teacher.  The program provides opportunities for adolescents to learn self-confidence, 
understand what comprises a community, and 
build academic competency. 

Each year is divided into units designed to help 
students develop organization, decision-making 
and time-management skills, in disciplines 
ranging from classical literature to molecular 
chemistry. Students study the many sciences 
(biology, chemistry, physics, geology) American 
and world history, social justice, geography, 
health and math, including algebra and 
trigonometry!  Middle Schoolers also make 
continual progress in language, speech and 
debate, Spanish, physical education, outdoor 
education, service learning, health, fine arts, and 
career education.  



Montessori Private Academy is located on Newburg Road, two blocks east of Perryville at 8101 Sayer Rd., 
Rockford IL  61108.  For more information, please call (815) 332-8101 or email montessoriprivate@comcast.net.  
Visit us on Facebook or www.montessoriprivateacademy.com.    

After MPA                                
Montessori Private Academy is proud that 100% of our students have earned placement in the high 
school program of their first choice. They also enroll in these programs with high self esteem formed 
by years of success with their work.  Academically prepared and internally motivated, MPA students 
have a clear vision of their abilities and their future.  Additionally, Montessori students rank high at these 
institutions in respect for their teachers and fellow students. They enjoy a variety of academic studies 
and work well either independently or in groups.

Tuition Academic 
Year 2013-14

New Students
Registration fee….....................$500 Field Trip (varies) ………...$20—$50
(Multi student and other discounts may apply for students at all levels)

 Extended Care
 Full day school hours are 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM. On site extended care is available. 
 7:30—8:30 AM, $90 per month  /  $8 per day     3:30—5:30 PM, $120 per month  / $10 per day
 Please note the aftercare fee for children in the Young Child classroom is $10 per hour.

Visit and Application Process
Before the enrollment process begins, parents must visit and tour the school.  (To schedule a tour or 
for more information, call 815/332-8101 or email montessoriprivate@comcast.net) After visiting, parents 
complete an enrollment application and set a time for their child to visit in a classroom. Paperwork 
and enrollment confirmation takes place after the child’s classroom visit.

Additional Montessori Education Resources    
www.montessori.org       www.amshq.org       www.montessori-namta.org    www.montessori.org/maria

Register by 3/1  
Pay in full by 7/1

Register by 3/1
10 mos (Jul - Apr)

Register after 3/1
Pay in full by 7/1

Register after 3/1
10 mos (Jul - Apr)

YOUNG CHILD (Age 2 by 9/1/13) 
5 Full Days (8:30a - 3:30p) $7,100 $7,200/$720 $7,250 $7,350/$735
5 Half Days (8:30a -11:30a) $5,200 $5,300/$530 $5,350 $5,450/$545
3 Full Days (M, T, W  8:30a - 3:30p) $5,200 $5,300/$530 $5,350 $5,450/$545
3 Half Days (M, T, W  8:30a -11:30a) $3,500 $3,600/$360 $3,650 $3,750/$375
2 Full Days (Th, F  8:30a - 3:30p) $3,450 $3,550/$355 $3,600 $3,700/$370
2 Half Days (Th, F  8:30a - 11:30a) $2,300 $2,400/$240 $2,450 $2,550/$255

EARLY CHILDHOOD  Ages 3 -6 years  
Full Day (Ages 3, 4 & all Kindergarten)  
5 Full Days (8:30a -3:30p) $6,450 $6,550/$655 $6,600 $6,700/$670
5 Half Days (8:30a -11:30a) $4,750 $4,850/$485 $4,900 $5,000/$500
3 Half Days (M, T, W  8:30a -11:30a)     $3,500 $3,600/$360 $3,650 $3,750/$375
(3 year-olds only)

ELEMENTARY I & II 
Elementary I & II (Grades 1 - 6) $6,550 $6,650/$665 $6,700 $6,800/$680

MIDDLE SCHOOL    
Grades 7, 8 & 9 $6,950 $7,050/$705 $7,100 $7,200/$720


