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Thank you for coming to our conferences.  
It is always so nice to sit and chat with you!
Spring has made its way to Northern Illinois!  
Soon, the children will see the daffodil 
bulbs we planted in the fall pop through 
the dirt and turn into beautiful yellow and 
white flowers.   They are also excited to 
play outside in the sunshine; many are 
becoming proficient bicycle riders! 
Inside the classroom, the children are 
beginning to have snack in small groups 
instead of as a class.   They are pouring 
their own cups of water, taking them to 
the table, and bringing their snack to their 
spaces.  When they finish eating, they 
are responsible for cleaning up so other 
friends can have snack.  We also have 
chairs for those who want to watch and 
wait for their turn.  We are looking forward 
to observing the children as they become 
skilled pourers! You will be amazed at 
how proficient your child is becoming at 
mastering this practical life skill.  A great 
way to observe children “in action” is to 
create a snack station at your home so 
your children can prepare a snack for 
themselves.  
Work time has really become one 
of focused activity and serious 
concentration.  We are observing that the 
children stay with work for longer periods 
of time.  Our friends who will be moving up 
to Early Childhood classrooms next year 
will be visiting in a 3-to-6 classroom after 
spring break.  The classroom they visit may 
not be the one they join in the fall, but 
they will get a “taste” of the wonderful 
learning and Montessori materials they 
will be using next year!  The materials that 
Montessori created have lasted more than 

105 years because they continue to hold 
the children’s interest, even in this day 
of ipads and countless toys.  Each work 
has a direct aim that a child will often 
repeat over and over, showing us just how 
nourishing these works really are in this 
period of development.
Another great opportunity for children 
to experience the 3-to-6 classroom is 
to attend summer camp!  To enroll in a 
summer camp session, children must be 3 
years-old and reliably potty trained.  (More 
information on MPA’s summer program is 
available in the parent only section of the 
school’s website.) 
We hope everyone has a wonderful spring 
break.  And remember, for those friends 
who are starting to use the potty, spring 
break is a great time to work on it at 
home!

“The first essential for the child’s 
development is concentration” 
Maria Montessori


