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Independence is a key part of our 
Montessori classroom.  The children 
discover life skills in our practical life works.  
Please consider implementing some of 
the following into your daily routine at 
home.  Give children small pitchers to 
use when they pour their drinks.  Keep a 
“spill basket”-  a sponge, a small bucket 
and a towel- available so they can clean 
up when they spill.  The children are very 
capable of dressing and undressing 
themselves, if you allow a little extra time.   
(Shoes are tricky when the backs are too 
tight; sometimes all you need is a shoe 
horn.)  “The child can develop fully by 
means of experiences in his environment 
we call such experiences “work” – such 
experiences are not just play… it is work 
they must do to grow up and acquire self 
confidence and coordination.”  Maria 
Montessori 
A wonderful extension we have 
introduced to the children is the “take 
away” game.  Gather a group of three or 
four objects that relate to each other.  Line 
them up, left to right, and name them with 
your child.  (It helps to do this activity on a 
placemat to “define your work space.”) 
Have your child close his eyes while you 
remove one object.  When your child 
opens his eyes, ask him what item has 
been removed.  Your child also will want to 
have a turn “taking away” an object while 
you close your eyes. When you open your 
eyes, ask him “which one did you take?” 
You are working on naming objects and 
memory.   Eventually, you can increase 
the number of objects used in the game 
from three or four to five or six.
We began exploring colors the week of 
February 18th.  We have been encouraging 

each child to bring from home a small item 
that fits in his hand and matches the color 
of the day.  Our color of the day order is:  
March 4 – black, March 5 – white, March 
6 – pink, March 7 – green, March 8 – violet, 
March 11 - brown, March 12- grey, March 
13 – rainbow, March 14 – black and March 
15 – white.
Our class is working on special art projects 
for the Uncorked Wine Tasting and Student 
Art Show on March 9th.  We look forward to 
sharing these with you!  Also in the area of 
the “fine arts” we are learning a new song 
that has the children shaking hands with 
each other and crossing the midline of their 
body when they shake hands.  The song is 
sung to the tune of “Farmer in the Dell.”
“It’s nice to have a friend
It’s nice to have a friend
Take your hand and shake hello (reach to 
friend sitting next to and shake their hand)
It’s nice to have a friend.”

An example of a spill basket that can be put together at home for your 
toddler to use as needed.


