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It is hard to believe that May is here already!  
We are observing some great work in our 
room.  Montessori said, “Watching a child 
makes it obvious that the development of 
his mind comes thru his movements.” 

Individual snack has become a favorite 
activity.  The children are excited to do 
this exercise all by themselves.  It gives 
the students many opportunities to 
make decisions as well as communicate, 
negotiate and socialize.  A maximum of 
four friends have snack together.   They 
wash their hands, get their placemats, 
serve themselves snack, and pour their 
drinks.  When finished, they clean up their 
space and prepare the table for the next 
friend.  “He who is served is limited in his 
independence.” Montessori

Another favorite work that has returned to 
our classroom is Baby Washing.  This activity 
helps children develop concentration, 
coordination, independence and nurturing.  
The steps for baby washing are:

1.	 Get the bath water
2.	 Scrub the baby
3.	 Rinse the baby
4.	 Dry the baby
5.	 Dump out the bath water
6.	 Dry the bath and the table
7.	 Leave the work ready for the next 

friend

With the nicer weather we will be moving 
some works outdoors.  Please make sure 
you put sunscreen on your child before 
he comes to school.  And, we are looking 
forward to having all of our mothers for tea 
and our fathers for donuts!

Praise vs. Encouragement
Our friends are learning to do many 
things on their own and are excited 
to show us what they can do.  As 
parents and educators, we are thrilled 
to share in their excitement; however, 
it is important to be aware of how we 
respond and acknowledge our children’s 
accomplishments. 

Encouragement gives children power.  
Encouragement is not judgmental or 
conditional.  Children build self-esteem 
when encouraged by adults.  “I see you 
worked at it and didn’t give up.”  “You 
must be proud of yourself.”  “I knew you 
could do it!”  Praise, on the other hand, 
motivates behavior, but only temporarily.  
Excessive, long term praise inhibits children 
from becoming independent because 
they begin to look outward to validate their 
work.  “You’re such a good girl.”  “What a 
beautiful picture.” “That’s great”.  Praise is 
good to give once in a while, but a steady 
diet of consistent encouragement helps 
children build the confidence needed to 
look inward to make good decisions and 
wise choices.

Baby washing helps develop concentration.

start small...THINK BIG

educating children ages 2 through 15 Classroom News


